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THE NEW GLOBAL OPPORTUNITY
DON’T BE PUT OFF BY THE DOWNTURN. THE BIG PAYOFF IS JUST OVER THE HORIZON.
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WARREN BUFFETT’S 

face— always smiling, 

whether he’s slurping 

a  milkshake, brandishing a 

lasso, or palling around with 

fellow multibillionaire Bill 

Gates—has graced the cover 

of Fortune more than a dozen 

times. And it’s no wonder: 
Buff ett has been a towering 
figure in both business and 
investing for much of his—
and Fortune’s—95 years on 
earth. (The magazine first hit 
newsstands in February 
1930; Buff ett was born that 
August.) As Geoff  Colvin 
writes in this issue, Buff ett’s 
investing genius manifested 
early, and he bought his first 
stock at age 11. By Colvin’s 
calculations, over the 60 
years since Buff ett took con-
trol of his company, Berk-
shire Hathaway, its returns 
have outpaced the S&P 500 
by more than 100 to one. 
Buff ett has always had a spe-
cial relationship with Fortune,

particularly with legendary 
writer and editor Carol Loo-
mis, who profiled him many 
times, and to whom he broke 
the news of his paradigm-
shifting moves in philanthro-
py in 2006 and 2010. The 
end of an era is upon us, as 
Buff ett on Dec. 31 will step 
down from his role as Berk-
shire’s CEO. We’re grateful to 
have been along for the ride. 

—Indrani Sen

FORTUNE ARCHIVE

A BUSINESS TITAN—AND COVER STAR
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REACH FOR IT.
Moving Up.
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